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History Extension Independent Project Supervision Guidelines

Responsibilities of the Supervising Teacher

To provide the opportunity for regular meetings to discuss the progress
of the Project. In 2013, discussions about the Project will be informal. In
2014, meetings can occur as regularly as a fortnightly basis, depending on
student needs and progress.

To provide opportunities for peer feedback on the Project at specified
points in the process.

To provide regular oral feedback on student progress and to provide
written feedback at negotiated points in the process. Written feedback
will be provided following the viva voce proposal task at the end of Term
1 and through annotations and comments on draft essays.

The supervising teacher will read and provide written feedback on at
least ONE draft essay. The feedback for this essay will be detailed and the
essay will be returned within a week of submission. Feedback may be
given on further drafts of the Project at the supervising teacher’s
discretion.

The supervising teacher will not copy edit the Project. This means that we
are not proofreading your work for spelling, grammar, punctuation etc.
We will not be rewriting sections of your project. The supervising teacher
is responsible for commenting on the argument, structure and breadth
and depth of research and will provide suggestions relating to these areas
only.

Responsibilities of the Student

To take advantage of the opportunities for regular meetings to discuss the
Project by making and keeping appointments with the supervising
teacher. If an appointment is missed, make-up appointments can be
negotiated depending on the timetable and teacher availability.

To understand the independent nature of the task. This means that
students will be undertaking most of their research outside of the
classroom. Students are committing to managing their time over a long
period and should use the meetings with the supervisor to establish goals
and ask for direction if they find this difficult. It is a student’s
responsibility to establish a timeline and to organise their tasks in a
manner which is manageable given the rest of their academic program.
To ensure that students are adequately prepared for meetings and that
progress is made between meetings.

To participate in all informal opportunities for peer and teacher feedback
on the Project.

To keep an up-to-date log of the Project in accordance with syllabus
requirements.

Students are asked to understand that teachers are supervising the
Project alongside their other teaching and marking loads. As Project
drafts are lengthy and the class is quite large, students are asked to be
aware of this and understanding at peak workload periods.




HSC History Extension Stage 6 Syllabus

Part 2: History Project -

The history project provides the opportunity for students to design and conduct an
investigation in an area of changing historical interpretation. Students develop and
refine specific questions for investigation that add to their understanding of the key
questions: :

+ Who are the historians?

What are the purposes of history?
* How has history been constructed and recorded over time?
» Why have approaches to the construction of history changed over time?

Percentage of Course Time: 40 %

Components of the History Project

Purpose A project in which students investigate one or more
significant historical questions in a topic area of their own
choice '

Process  Designing the investigation

* Conducting the investigation
= Presenting the findings from the investigation

Presentation | - The proposal: outline of focus questions, pre-reading
and anticipated research strategies

+ The essay: synopsis and essay . _
» The bibliography: source list and selected annotations

» The process log: sequence of the process, personal
reflections on, and evaluation of, methodology and
validation of student work

+ Certification: a statement of authenticity signed by the
principal, teacher.and student

Assessment | Criteria for assessing the project are based on:

+ knowledge and understanding of key historical and
historiographical terms, concepts and issues

 knowledge and understanding of significant
historiographical processes

« knowledge, understanding and skills in historical inquiry

» knowledge, understanding and skills in historical
communication
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HSGC History Extension Stage 6 Syliabus

' Qutcomes

A student:

E2.1 plans, conducts and presents a substantial historical investigation involving
analysis, synthesis and evaluation of information from historical sources of
differing perspectives and historical approaches

E2.2 communicates through detailed, well-structured texts to explain, argue,
discuss, analyse and evaluate historical issues

E2.3 constructs a historical position about an area of historical inquiry and
discusses and challenges other positions

Students learn to:
. plan and conduct a substantial historical investigation by:
— developing a proposal for a historical investigation -

— locating, selecting, analysing, synthesising and evaluating historical information
from a range of sources with differing perspectives and interpretations

— reflecting on, and evaluating, the process and product of historical inquiry,
especially through a process log

. construct a historical position about an area of historical enquiry
. ="!communica’tr.-:‘ through detailed, well-structured texts to:
— explain and argue for a historical position
— discuss and challenge other historical positions
— analyse and evaluate historical issues |
- use appropriate referencing
. prepare a bibliography

. evaluate key sources of evidence in an area of historical enquiry for usefulness
and reliability.

Students learn about:
» historiographical issues relating t0 the topic of their history project
. the process and documentation of historical enguiry.

24




HSC History Extension Stage 6 Syliabus

Designing and Documenting the Project

./ Requirements relating to selecting a topic for the project and documenting the project
are set out in Course Requirements (Section 9). -

Conducting the Investigation

Teachers should expect to provide personal and group assistance to students on
issues such as:

* topic selection and planning

* enquiry and research methodologies appropriate to the topics selected by students
* understanding and interpreting the findings of the research

» development and preparation of components of the project

» evaluation of student progress through reviewing drafts of the components of the
project and the research log

* task management of the project.

Students should be introduced to the idea of the project at the beginning of the
course. While students will vary in their ability to crystallise their precise enguiry
question at a particular point in time, and teachers will differ in their programming of
the course, students are strongly encouraged to:

* submit their proposal (which establishes the topic area and possible enquiry
questions, methodology and areas of research) within one third of the time
allocated to the course by the teacher

+ finalise their topic area and specific enquiry questions no later than one month
before the final deadline for submitting the project

+ adopt a realistic approach to the scope and depth of their investigations at an early
stage of their project

- consult a wide variety of sources during their research, including written,
* archaeological, oral, graphic, audio-visual and multimedia sources

. usea variety of enquiry and research methodologies at an early stage of their
project, to allow them to choose those methodologies that are best suited to their
particular topic

* consider, where relevant, the ethical implications of the topics that are selected.
For example, topics that involve the use of the names of deceased indigenous
Australians or that involve the examination of the remains of deceased people will
invoke a range of delicate ethical issues. Experts in issues such as these may
need to be consulted to ascertain correct procedures. In addition, teachers and
students may need to seek the school principal’s permission where a controversial
topic is selected. '
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HSC History Extension Stage 6 Syllabus

9 Course Requirements

The HSC course in HSC History Extension comprises 60 indicative hours.

‘A Preliminary course in Modern or Ancient History is a prerequisité for the HSC
History Extension course. '

An HSC course in Modern or Ancient History is a co-requisite for the HSC History
Extension course.

Course Prescriptions

There are prescribed readings required for use in HSC History Extension. These will
be provided in a source book and will be published on the Board of Studies website
(www boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au).

1 Designing an Investigation ,

The topic must be developed from one or more of the following areas:
s+ a historical debate or controversy ' |

. ‘a historian's or archaeologist’'s work

- changing analysis of an archaeological site over time

» ethical issues surrounding an archaeo!ogicél site

« contrasting approaches to a historical personality, issue or event

. museums as history '

- history in the media — film, documentary, fiction, docudrama, drama, poetry,
opera - |

. an interdisciplinary approach to the study of the history of a personality, issue or
event

- the impact of global or national events at a regional or focal level
- oral history

« historical biography

«- local history

- the history of an institution

. critical analysis of a major historical work

. the use and misuse of history in either a specific context or over time.

The topic of the project should reflect an area of student interest; however, the topic:

- must focus on the fundamental historiographical concepts and issues of HSC
History Extension : '

- may be developed from a case study but should cover substantially different
' ground ‘

- %
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HSC History Extension Stage 6 Syllabus

- must not overlap significantly with the examinable content of any other School
Certificate or Higher School Certificate course.

2 Documenting the Project

The history project should be a product of the student’s own work. It should be a
piece of work that is free of plagiarism. Plagiarism may be broadly defined as
presenting as one’s’ own the thoughts, writings or inventions of another. While the
students may draw on the assistance of other people in developing the project, the
student must take care to avoid practices that may be the subject of claims of
academic misconduct, including plagiarism.

Students should keep a record of:

+ the proposal for the investigation

. sequentially dated records of the enquiry process
+ dated notes and g;og_r_essive drafts of work

- all sources used in preliminary notes and drafts.
Teachers should:

+ sign and initial the process log at regular intervals

* maintain a.file of final, submitted and assessed projects.

The Proposal

Thé proposal should contain: -
- description of preliminary research
. enquiry questions
» research intentions in relation to
— areas/texts to examine
. - methodology.
The Essay

The essay should contain:
* synopsis

— this will be a brief description (300 words) on the development of the precise
guestion that provides the focus of the essay; the ways the essay addresses
the precise question; the content used in the essay and why it was included.

+ essay

— the essay is an argument in response to a precise question with evidence in
support, the sources of which are acknowledged. It will be in written form and
may be accompanied by appropriate graphic texts only as appendices (apart
from short explanatory captions). The essay must not exceed 2,500 words.,
The essay should contain material frorn a range of perspectives, including the
student’s own views. A consistent system of referencing should be used to
acknowledge the use of sources.

T, ;]
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HSC History Extension Stage 6 Syilabus

The Bibliography
The bibliography should contain: _ -
- a consistently formatted alphabetical list of all sources used within the project
«» evaluation of three of these sources. The réviews should:
— be selected for the three most valuable sources used in the history project
— not exceed 600 words in total

— explain the strengths and weaknesses of each source, considering its
usefulness and reliability and the reasons it was valuable to the project and
~ the central argument of the essay.

The Process Log

‘The process log should contain:

- description of procedures

+ log of sequential development of the topic
» record of major decisions of the project

+ review: cumulative self, peer and teacher evaluation of the project and record of
interviews.

Certification of the Project .

an original piece of work carried out by the student must be attached to the final copy
of the project.

Certification is required to ensure that each submitted work is wholly the work of the
student entered for the Higher School! Certificate and has been completed under the
. supervision of the teacher. The Office of the Board of Studies will provide a
certification form for this purpose. If the supervising teacher cannot certify the
student’s work the school must complete a non-certification report document.

It is essential that: )
. aspects of the process of development of the project take place in school time

+ waork completed away from school is regularly monitored by the supervising
teacher -

« each student sign a statement, witnessed by the supervising teacher, that the
submitted major work is their own work

» the process log be submitted with the essay. This requirement is necessary for
verification of authenticity and will be referenced in the case of appeals being
made to the Board of Studies.
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HSC History Extension Stage 6 Syllabus

History Project Assessment Criteria

Component

Criteria

Weighting

The

Product

/R

Synopsis

Essay

Coherent and appropriate description of:

+ the deveiopment of ihe precise
research question

« the way the essay addresses the
precise question

* why content used in the essay was
tncluded

In response to the precise research

question(s):

» presents a sustained and coherent
argument

+ supports argument through detailed
coherent analysis and evaluation of
significant historiographical questions

+ uses a recognised system of
referencing

The
Bibliography

= Use of a range of relevant sources
+ Consistently formatted alphabetical
list:

- Appropriate correlation of sources in
bibliography to sources used in the
essay '

+ Sound selection, analysis and
evaluation of three sources

.
The
Process

Proposal

+ Appropriate enquiry guestion(s)
« Sound analysis of relevant issues

» Coherent explanatlon of prehmlnary

The Process
Log

» Detailed description of procedures
and of the sequential development of
the project

« Detailed analytical and coherent
review of cumulative self, peer and
teacher evaluation of the project
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History Extension Stage 6 Support Document

In order to ensure the veracity of developments and procedures during the project involved it
would be most valuable for students to record all details into a diary. The purpose and

usefulness of recording these events in a diary would be that:

= it will be valuable to recall these events as they occurred throughout the year in order to be

clear as to the direction of the project

* in case of a dispute or a problem which may emerge in regard to the direction or focus of the
project, the diary can be consulted to determine the progress of the research and writing,

rather than relying only on the finished product.

Project Checklist

The following is a checklist of different aspects of the project for both students and teachers to

consider. They should be carefully checked in order to ensure that all requirements and the

main issues are being addressed. Appropriate action should be taken to rectify any ‘No’

answers.
Project Checklist for Students

Circle the appropriate answer (Yes or No).

Have | YES NO
+ chosen a manageable topic? Yes | No
* made my focus clear? Yes | No
- developed a proposal which can be presented? Yes | No
- chosen appropriate methodologies/investigative approach? Yes | No
« checked whether resources are suitable and available? Yes | No
» understood the key historiographical processes that will be used in the Yes | No
project?
» understood key historiographical terms, concepts and issues to be used in the Yes | No
project?
+» included historical references and developed knowledge, understanding and Yes | No
skills of historical inquiry?
+ devised a realistic time frame to compiete the project? Yes | No
» considered all ethical implications? Yes | No
« kept approgpriate records relating to investigation and draft copies? Yes | No
» maintained my Process Log as a record of my progress? Yes | No
« maintained a thorough documentation of information? Yes | No
- ensured that my work is free of plagiarism? Yes | No
- ensured that the material included is relevant and historically accurate? Yes | No
+ ensured that the synopsis captures the theme of the essay? Yes | No
+ acknowledged the source of my information and any assistance [ have had? Yes | No
- demonstrated historical knowledge, understanding and skills in my written Yes | No
communication?
ke pt W|th|n th.e word‘llmlt’? No_

i

. mcluded necessary material in the appendix? Yes | No

» followed the time frame established? Yes | No

+ ensured that the references in the bibliography are accurate and correctly Yes | No
formatted?

« followed the guidelines to evaluate the three sources included in the Yes | No

bibliography?

If, as a student, you find that you are unable to answer ‘ves’ for each of these items, it will be
necessary for you to review your project carefully and consult with your supervising teacher.
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Some useful hotes for students:

Essay writing is a process; it is usually not linear in sequence. The
essay writing process is a dynamic one and involves a number of
steps. It is likely that you will move back and forth between the
various steps involved as you assess your position in regard to the
question and your information gathering. This process can best be
shown graphically. In the diagram below, you can click on each step in
the process to proceed to more information on that topic.

Chugslion
b b Roading
S . ¥ narawly ™
g An1EhgTS OF / ¥ ~ Bsaft
{he question ; -\ ﬁ “\.\
‘ 3 / \\
%_ Taniuividy At ) . Fm.fzi
l‘,‘ commilting Reﬁe’amﬁ" Taking 2 5o Flan Writin g i adit
\ 169 pogifign e . sifion R g 2}}7
A f 7 %’i\ // e
*, B N .ww"”
\\ " w,.a-’/ ™ Padrat %
e ™ Reading A

T teondly

Another way to represent the essay writing process is the following
tinear representation.

The essay wWiillag profess

" Research . |
Analysing the Researching Taking a . . Drafling and Ediling the
quefz’uon?mk the topic - po:siti%rx e Planning <€—¥  jadrafling —%  final dralt
{notetaking’
nolemaking))
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« Come up with as many questions as you can

+ Do not stop to answer yet

e Make sure to write down all the quesﬁc_)ns —even if the question leads to
oﬁoiher

» Do not reformulate or edif the questions yet

» Change any statements into questions

« Categorise your questions using Bloom's Taxonomy below

= Change or delete any one word or yes/no questions

« Choose a question from the top level that will become your research question

Cognitive
domain

Hnowslnidye




PEVELOPING YOUR TOPIC

Broad Topic brainstorming

Topic calegories

Sub categoiies

Research focus

i

Research question

TEACHER FEEDBACK:
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Tips for Projects

Consider:
¢ Interests
¢ Resources
e Narrow down your big ideas

Time | Geo.Region | Concept/issue/theme | Personality | Group | Event Historiography
Frame

Choosing a topic:

» Do not choose a topic that is clearly part of the 2unit AH or MH Stage 6
syllabus; or Stage 5 S/C.

* It is also recommended that you choose cautiously if vou are considering a
topic that reflects the Extension History Case Studies. It May be developed
from a case study — but should cover substantially different eround

o Must be developed from pg. 26 of syllabus cf green course booklet

* Must focus on historiographical concepts and issues. ie. topics that lend
themselves to debate. If you cant identify key issues and historical debate then
choose another topic.

* The approaches to history studied in Part A should be reflected in the essay
Annalist approach, Marxist approach , Post modernist, Feminist,

» Empiricist approach etc. N " o
"Remember the solidarity shown to Palestine here and everywhere... and remember
also that there is a cause to which many people have committed themselves,
ifficulties and terrible obstacles notwithstanding. Why? Because it is a just cause, a
inoble ideal, a moral quest for equality and human rights."--Prof, Edward W. Said
l(1935-2003) e e

» Eg. Edward Said ~ postmodernism, Marxism, Philosopher, social
commentator, cultural critic ete,

Start:
» Consider carefully the historiography, approaches
+ Approach
» Strong sense of commitment and independence

Plagi le and

Proposal:
¢ Description of prelim, Research
* Enquiry questions
* Research infentions — areas/texts
» Methodology (historical debates; history in the media; interdisciplinary
studies; oral history; historical biography; local history; archaeological sites:

E

museum investigation)

Writing Drafts:
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Directive Words

Look at the following list of key words which appear
frequently in essay topics. These are outlined in Marshall
and Rowland (1998, p.88) to help you work out your
approach to the topic.

Terms indicating an argumentive essay

Analyse
Argue

Criticise
Critique
Discuss

Evaluate

Interpret

Justify
Prove
Review

Show the essence of something, by breaking it down into
its component parts and examining each part in detail

Present the case for and/or against a particular proposition

Give your judgment about the merit of theories or opinions
about the truth of facts, and back your judgment by a
discussion of the evidence

See 'Criticise'
Investigate or examine by argument, sift and debate,
giving reasons for and against

Make an appraisal of the worth of something, in the light
of its apparent truth or utility; include your personal
opinion

Bring out the meaning of, and make clear and explicit;
usually also giving your own judgment

Show adeguate grounds for decisions or conclusions
Demonstrate truth or falsity by presenting evidence

Make a survey of, examining the subject critically

Terms indicating an expository essay

T e B S S e o i o Ao e R o e e

e S a5 e

ey A S e e

Compare

Contrast
Define

Describe
Enumerate

Look for similarities and differences between propositions

Explain differences

Set down the precise meaning of a word or phrase. Show
that the distinctions implied in the definition are necessary

Give a detailed or graphic account of
List or specify and describe




Examine  Present in depth and investigate the implications
Explain Make plain, interpret, and account for in detail

Illustrate  Explain and make clear by the use of concrete examples,
or by the use of a figure or diagram

Outline Give the main features or general principles of a subject,
omitting minor details, and emphasising structure and
relationship

Relate Narrate/show how things are connected to each other, and
to what extent they are alike or affect each other

State Specify fully and clearly

Sumimarise Give a concise account of the chief points or substance of a _
matter, omitting details and examples |

Trace Identify and describe the development or history of a topic .
from some point or origin i




Blooms Taxonomy

Bloom's Taxonomy of Cognitive Levels

TABLE OF VERBS

Page 1 of 1

1 Knowledge 2 Comprehension 3 Application
list summarize solve
name explain illustrate
identify put into your own words calculate
show interpret use
define describe interpret
recognize compare relate
recall paraphrase manipulate
state differentiate apply

demonstrate classify

visualize modify

find more information about put into practice

restate
4 Analysis 5 Synthesis 6 Evaluation
analyze design evaluate |
organize hypothesize choose
deduce support estimate
choose schematize judge
contrast write defend
compare report criticize
distinguish discuss Justify

plan

devise

compare

create

construct

ittt ffadiant mlan wder ado e aa? AT [




Compiling Bibliggrépﬁs N

“ompiling Bibliogragh

Page 1 of 2

¥

P

.Nudgée College uses the Harvard system for Referencing

History students please refer to additional notes-concerning presénfing a bibliography to your teacher

One Author

Bryant-Calkin, S. 1988, Writing in Context, Longman Cheshire, Melbourne.

Two Authors

Fox, M. & Wilkinson, L. 1993, English Essentials, Macmillan Education, South
Melbourne.

More than Two

Glorfeld, L.E., Lauerman, D.A. & Stageberg, N.C. 1974, A Concise Guide for

Author, which is
part of a work

Authors Writers, Holt, Rinehart and Winston Inc., New York.

Author Guide for effective expository essay writing 1998, University of Queensiand
Unknown Press, Brisbane.

Editor Healey, K. (ed) 1985, Information Superhighway, Spinney Press, Sydney.
Article by one Mussared, D. 1998, ‘Balancing the Water Budget', Healey, K. {ed), Water

Resources, Spinney Press, Sydney, pp.25-26.

edited or

compiled by

another

Corporate National Railways Development Association 1978, Developing better railway
Authorship sysfems, AGPS, Canberra.

Magazine Cakes, T. 1897, 'English Language — Its use and abuse', The Bulletin, vol.1,
Article Author no.12, pp.13-14.

krnown

Magazine ‘Preparing for high school education’ 1989, The Bulletin, vol.1, no.23, pp.29-31.
Article Author

unknown

Newspapers Pringle, W. 1995, 'English Education’, The Courier Maif, 18 February, p.3.
CD-ROMS Quille, D. 1994, The way things work (CDROM), Doriing Kindersley, London.,
Interviews Rackmen, C. 1998, 'Expository Writing' {Interview), 18 February, Brisbane.

Reference fo
an
encyclopedia
article

‘Railway' 1993, World Book Encyclopedia, vol.16, World Book, London, pp.97-
112.

Intemet

_l Story of Writing (Videorecording) 1993, PickWick Video, Metbourne.

Suires, S. 1998, ‘English in the real world', National Library of Australia

(Online), hitp:ffiwww.nla.gov.au, 22 February, 1999.

Reference to a
whole set of
encyclopedias

World Book Encyclopedia 1993, 3" edn., World Book, London. 13 volumes.

http://library.nudgee.com/compilin.htm

3/12/2003




) History Extension

Student Interview Feedback

Number of Interview: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Does not fit Needs
syllabus further Developing | Developed | Achieved
guidelines development

A one page outline of the essay

A draft synopsis

The personal log

The analysis of one bibliographical reference

Comment:

Teacher’s Signature: ...............ccocvviviirnnnn..

Student’s Signature: ..........................

Have I checked that:
* the student’s topic is manageable and the focus clear? Yes No
* the student has chosen appropriate methodologies? Yes No
* the topic relates to the project requirements? Yes No
* there is a clear historical debate and sources within the topic are available and

appropriate Yes No
* all compulsory elements have been addressed? Yes No
* the work is the student’s own Yes No
* the student is acknowledging sources appropriately? Yes No
* there are no ethical concerns? Yes No




Extension History

RESEARCH PROJECT WORK-XIN-

PROGRESS REPORT FORM

Date:

Student Name:

Submission:

Area of Research:

Satisfactory

Marginally
Satisfactory

Not Satisfactory

a) development of
research/plan

b) literature review

c) timetable of
research activities

Additional Comments:

Teacher Signature:

Student Signature;




